Eclampsia: treatment and referral.
Although the recognition and treatment of preeclampsia theoretically should eliminate eclampsia, it has not disappeared and remains a substantial threat to maternal and fetal well-being. The therapy of choice for treatment and prevention of convulsions is magnesium sulfate (MgSO4 . 7H2O USP) and that for severe hypertension is intravenous hydralazine. Delivery of the fetus and placenta is recommended after the mother is stabilized from the effects of the convulsion(s). If the mother is to be transported before delivery, it is important that she receive an adequate dose of MgSO4.